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can you expect an understanding of the subtler values
from the masses of India? There is so little education
here."
There was a pause, after which he added, "The idea
of Gandhi is good. It is taking root in the minds of our
thinking people. That is its value. The masses only set
the stage for the demonstration. It is the moral resist-
ance of thinking people which tells. Gandhi is trying
to link this resistance of thinking people with mass
demonstrations. Then satyagraha will have its full ef-
fect."
Maiji confessed she did not understand all that. "All
I know is that after tomorrow the bazaars are going to
close/' she said, "and I have to lay in food for two or
three days."
"At least it makes you think about the struggle. But
if your lives were normal and undisturbed, you would
not bother."
"Maybe," Maiji replied. "Politics are not for me. I
admit it was wrong that they treated him so badly in
South Africa. I did not know about it."
"No one knows the number of similar cases in which
our people have been humiliated. No one cares. But
one day you'll see a change. Often out of humiliation
strength is born."
Many other people spoke in the same spirit. What
they said has always been in the back of my mind al-
though many of the details I have now forgotten. But
the spirit of these conversations I can still remember
as an indication of the new way of thinking which had
crept into our lives. I was conscious, even at that young
age, that a change was taking place around us.
Some of us wanted to move with it, others were on